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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another 
who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c ) of this title before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 1 , 2, 6-10 and 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Walker et al (hereinafter "WA207", US 5,794,207). 

As in Claim 1: 

WA207 discloses a method for competitive bidding vendors of customized goods or services see 
WA207, col. 10, 11. 31+), comprising steps of: 

receiving a vendor record from at least one of said vendors, said vendor record having a 
vendor identifier data representing a vendor, and a vendors capability data identifying a 
capability of said vendor to provide a customized goods or services (see WA207, col. 13, 11. 
10+); 
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receiving a job data (Conditional Purchase Offer-CPO) from said buyer, said job data 
having a buyer identifier data representing said buyer, and a job descriptor data representing a 
custom job for which said buyer wishes a price quote or bid (see WA207, example col. 8, 11. 42- 
56); 

comparing {or matching) said vendor records to said job data (see col. 10, 11. 57 

to col. 11,11. 3); 

identifying at least one of said vendor records as qualified for receiving an invitation for 
bid, based on said comparison (see WA207, col. 13, 11. 10-22); 

transmitting a solicitation (or CPO) to said at least one vendor (WA207, col. 8, 11. 57 to 
col. 9, 11. 30); 

receiving a bid response data from at least one of said vendors to which said transmitting 
step transmitted said solicitation, said bid response data identifying the vendor it was received 
from and a bid price (WA207, col. 9, 11. 17-51); 

identifying a candidate bid from said received bid data, based on comparative values of 
said bid prices (WA207, col. 16, 11. 12-45); 

outputting to said buyer a vendor selection data identifying said bid response data and 
said candidate bid (WA207, col. 16, 11. 12-45); 

receiving an approval data from said buyer, said data representing one of an approval of 
said vendor corresponding to said candidate bid and an approval of another of said vendors; and 
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transmitting an order to the vendor represented by said approval data (WA207, col. 29, 11. 52 to 
col. 30, 11. 29). 

As in Claim 2: 

wherein said job a selection criteria data, said selection criteria specifying at least one of 
a vendor name, a vendor capability, a descriptor of an ownership characteristic of the vendor, 
a descriptor of a union status of said vendor, and a vendor geographical location, and 
wherein said comparison is performed in accordance with said selection criteria data (see 
WA207,col. 13,11. 11-22). 

As in Claim 6: 

wherein the vendor capability data represents the identified vendor's capabihty to 
manufacture each of a plurality of different types of customized goods (see WA207, col. 13, 11. 
10-22). 

As in Claims 7, 9: 

further comprising steps of inputting into said central data server a completion of job 
data (see WA207, Accepted CPO from a seller, col. 9, 11. 24-29); 

transmitting from said central data server to said buyer an invoice {CPO) for payment of 
said bid price (see WA207, col. 9, 11. 31-35, col. 9, 11. 40-43); 



Serial Number: 09/450,023 
Art Unit: 2164 



Applicaat(s): Gindlesperger (705/37) Page 5 
Representative: 



inputting a payment from said buyer into an escrow account serving as a single-source 
accounts payable destination for the buyer's vendor payments (see WA207, col. 9, 11. 35-39); 

transferring a payment from said escrow account to an account of said vendor 
corresponding to the invoice payment data (CPO) (see WA207, col. 9, 11. 35-39). 

As in Claims 8, 10: 

fiirther comprising steps of: 

adding the cost to the buyer of using the invention associated with each job as a job 
transaction fee to the vendor payment invoice prior to buyer approval of the invoice; 

allocating and distributing a data representing payment of said invoice by transmitting the 
job transaction fee data to a system administration account and transmitting a remainder vendor 
payment data to an account of said vendor (see WA207, col. 20, 11. 16-28). 

As in Claim 19: 

a step of creating a web site having areas for at least one of a group consisting of said 
buyer and said vendors to visit, and wherein step of receiving a vendor record comprises a step 
of said vendor visiting said web site and inputting said record using a web browser (see WA207, 
col. 8, 11. 66 to col. 9, 11.16). 
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As in Claim 20: 

wherein the job data includes a preferred vendor data identifying at least one preferred 
vendor, and wherein said step of transmitting a solicitation includes transmitting said solicitation 
to said at least one preferred vendor (see WA207, col. 13, 11. 30-34). 

As in Claim 21: 

wherein said bid response data represents a proposed alternative specification for said 
custom job represented by said solicitation data and further comprising a step of: 

displaying said alternative specifications; receiving an alternative specification approval 
data; and 

identifying the vendor associated with the bid response data as qualified or not qualified 
to receive said invitation for bid, based on said altemative specification approval data (see 
WA207, counteroffers, col. 8, 11. 5-8; col. 9, 11. 45-51; col. 22, 11. 52+). 

As in Claim 22: 

A system for competitive bidding by vendors of customized goods and services, comprising: 
A general purpose computer having a data storage (see WA207, col. 12, 11. 8-21); 
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means for inputting a plurality of vendor records into said data storage, each of said vendor 
records having a vendor identifier data identifying a vendor and a vendor capabiHty data 
representing a capabilities of said vendor, means for inputting a job data into said data storage, 
said job data having a buyer identifier data identifying a buyer, a job description data describing a 
custom job, and a selection criteria data (see WA207, col. 12, 11. 8-21; col. 12, 11. 54 to col. 13, 11. 
22); 

means for generating a vendor pool data, said vendor pool data representing vendor 
records qualified to bid on said custom-job, each vendor record represented by the vendor pool 
data being qualified based on a match of at least one of a group consisting of said buyer identifier 
data, said job description data, and said selection criteria data to at least one of a group consisting 
of said vendor quahfication data and said vendor identifier data (see WA207, col. 13, 11. 1+); 

means for transmitting a solicitation to the vendors represented by vendor records in said 
vendor pool; means for inputting into said general purpose computer a plurality of bid data, each 
being fi-om a vendor to which said solicitation was transmitted, each of said bid data representing 
a bid price (see WA207, CPO, col. 12, 11. 9-11; col. 15, 11. 46+); 

means for identifying a bid data fi-om said received bid data having the lowest 
represented bid price; 

means for outputting to said buyer a selected vendor data representing the identity of the 
vendor corresponding to the lowest bid data identified by said identifying means; and 
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/ means for receiving an approval data from said buyer, the approval data indicating an 

2 approval of one of said vendor represented by said selected vendor data or another of said 

3 vendors means for transmitting an order to the vendor represented by said received approval 

4 data (see WA207, col. 1 6, 11. 11 -45). 

5 

6 As in Claim 23: 

7 wherein said means for receiving a plurality of vendor records includes a web host, and a 

8 web browser associated with at least one of said buyer and said vendors (see WA207, col. 14, 11. 

9 7-29). 

10 

11 As in Claim 24: 

12 A method for competitive bidding by vendors of customized goods or services, comprising steps 

13 of: 

14 receiving a job data {CPO) from said buyer, said job data having a buyer identifier data 

15 representing said buyer, and a job descriptor data representing a custom job (CPO)for which said 

16 buyer wishes a price quote or bid (see col. 13, 11. 1-10); 

17 distributing to a plurality of vendors, by electronic publishing, a job advertising data 

18 representing said custom job (see ^A2Q1, col. 15, 11. 46-52; and col, 15, 11. 60 to col. 16, 11. 1 1); 

19 receiving a bid response data from at. least one of said plurality of vendors, said bid 

20 response data identifying the vendor it was received from, a bid price, and an alternative 
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specification data representing a proposed deviation (counteroffer) from said job descriptor data 
(see WA207, counteroffers, col. 8, 11. 5-8; col. 9, 11. 45-51; col. 22, 11. 52+); 

identifying a selected bid from said received bid response data, based on comparative 
values of said bid price and said alternative specification data (see WA207, counteroffers, col. 8, 
11. 5-8; col. 9, 11. 45-51; col. 22, 11. 52+); 

transmitting an order (CPO) to the vendor represented by said selected bid (see WA207, 
counteroffers, col. 8, 11. 5-8; col. 9, 11. 45-51; col. 22, 11. 52+); 

generating a job milestone data based on said job descriptor data (see WA207, col. , 11. 

); and 

receiving job progress data from said vendor represented by said selected bid (see fig. 7, 
WA207, status, col. 17, 11. 48-64). 
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Claim Rejections - 55 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 4, 5, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Walker et al (hereinafter "WA207", US 5,794, 207) and Fischer et al (hereinafter "Fischer", 
US 6,243,691 Bl). The teachings of WA207 have been discussed above. 

Regarding Claims 3, 4, 5: 

WA207 fails to fairly suggest steps of: 

ranking said received bid response data according to said represented bid price; and 
publishing an information data to other vendors identifying said selected vendor and the 

rank order value of said received bid data; and 

identifying said selected vendor and the rank order value of said received bid response 

data. 
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/ These features are found in Fischer (see fig. 7, col. 9, 11. 43-65; col. 5, 11. 66 to col. 6, 11. 

2 60). It would have been obvious for an artisan of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 

3 integrate the features disclosed in Fischer into WA207 because an artisan at the time of the time 

4 of the invention would recognize the advantage of aforementioned features to inform users as to 

5 the status of their bid in comparison to other competing bidders. 

6 Furthermore, the integration of such notoriously old and well known features of Fischer 



7 into the WA207 system, would provide greater competition between competitors as well as 

8 greater usage of the system. Thus such a modification would be an obvious expedient to an 

9 artisan of ordinary skill in the art. 

10 

11 Regarding Claim 1 1 : 



72 WA207 in view of Fischer discloses steps of inputting into said central data server a 

13 completion of job data (see WA207, Accepted CPO from a seller, col. 9, 11. 24-29); 

14 transmitting from said central data server to said buyer an invoice {CPO) for payment of 

15 said bid price (see WA207, col. 9, 11. 31-35, col. 9, 11. 40-43); 

16 inputting a payment fi-om said buyer into an escrow account serving as a single-source 

17 accounts payable destination for the buyer's vendor payments (see ^A2Q1, col. 9, 11. 35-39); 

18 transferring a payment from said escrow account to an account of said vendor 

19 corresponding to the invoice payment data (CPO) (see col. 9, 11. 35-39). 

20 



I 
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/ Regarding Claim 12: 

2 WA207 in view of Fischer discloses comprising steps of adding the cost to the buyer of 

3 using the invention associated with each job as a job transaction fee to the vendor payment 

4 invoice prior to buyer approval of the invoice; 

5 allocating and distributing a data representing payment of said invoice by transmitting the 

6 job transaction fee data to a system administration account and transmitting a remainder vendor 

7 payment data to an account of said vendor (see WA207, col. 20, 11. 16-28). 

8 
9 

10 5. Claims 13, 14, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

ji Walker et al (hereinafter "WA207", US 5,794, 207) in view of Walker et al (hereinafter 

12 "WA911"US 5963,911). The teachings of WA207 have been discussed above. 

13 

14 Regarding Claims 13 and 14: 

15 WA207 fails to disclose a step of calculating a job milestone data based on said buyer's 

16 job data. The aforementioned feature is taught by WA91 1 (see WA91 1, col. 13, 11. 30+). 

17 It would have been obvious for an artisan of ordinary skill at the time of the invention of 

18 V^AIQI to integrate the aforementioned feature disclosed in WA91 1 into the WA207 system 

19 because WA207 system may provide a service (or supply a CPO) which requires progressive 
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/ updates the completion of the service or job. Thus such a modification would have been an 

2 obvious expedient to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

3 

4 Regarding Claims 16 and 17: 

5 WA207 in view of WA91 1 discloses steps of generating a job progress verification request based 

6 on said job milestone data; and 

7 receiving a data representing a job progress corresponding to said job progress 

8 verification request (see WA91 1, col. 13, 11. 30+). 

9 

10 6. Claims 15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being impatentable over 

;/ WA207 as modified by Fischer as appHed to claim 3 above, and further in view of WA91 1. 

12 

13 Regarding claim 15: 

14 ^Ps2Ql and Fischer fail to disclose the step of calculating a job milestone data based on 

15 said buyer's job data. The calculation of a milestone is taught by WA91 1 (see WA91 1, col. 13, 11. 

16 30+). It would have been obvious for an artisan at the time of the invention to employ the 

17 teaching of WA9 1 1 , including the aforementioned features, to the teachings of WA207 as 

18 modified by Fischer because such a modification would have provided the V^AlOl system with 

19 pertinent information in the process of completion of specific orders/jobs processed by the 
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/ system. Thus the ability for the system to monitor and track data processing would have been an 

2 obvious expedient v^ell within the ordinary skill in the art. 

3 

4 Regarding claim 18: 

5 V^AIQI as modified by Fischer in fiuther view of WA91 1 discloses steps of generating a job 

6 progress verification request based on said job milestone data; and 

7 receiving a data representing a job progress corresponding to said job progress 

8 verification request (see WA911, col. 13, 11. 30+). 
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12 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

19 \ 
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2 Conclusion 

3 

4 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

5 should be directed to Daniel S. Felten whose telephone number is (703) 305-0724. The 

6 examiner can nomially be reached between the hours of 7:00AM to 5:30PM Monday-Thursday. 

7 Any inquiry of a general nature relating to the status of this application or its proceedings should 

8 be directed to the Customer Service Office (703) 306-5631, or the examiner's supervisor 

9 Vincent Millin whose telephone number is (703) 308-1065. 

10 

11 8. Response to this action should be mailed to: 

12 

13 Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

14 Washington, D.C. 20231 

75 

16 for formal communications intended for entry, or (703) 305-0040, for informal or draft 

17 communications, please label "Proposed" or "Draft". 

18 Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 

19 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 

20 addressed to fdanieLfelten@uspto.govJ, 

21 

22 All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 

23 employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that 

24 sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 

25 signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly 
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set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and 
Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 




DSF 

April 11,2002 



